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requires enormous expenditure, ft requires simultaneous
work in many fields: scientific exploration, pioneering in the
wilderness, support by wireless and aviation; continuous
vigilance on the part of meteorological observers and experts
in industry, medicine, social welfare. It would be impossible,
or at least it would be slowed clown to an incomparably
lower tempo, without the closest co-ordination of all these
factors. Many of the supporting services will never yield
an active commercial balance in themselves. The Polar
stations are a kind of police safeguarding the interests of
man against the tricks and lawlessness of nature.
It is difficult to measure the whole expenditure in terms
of money. The official rouble budget of Glavscvmorput
translated into our currency at official rates of exchange
was something like £250,000,000 or $1,000,000,000 up to
the present.
Still every expert on Soviet economy would point out
that there is no real rouble exchange, and that even within
the financial system of Russia correct calculation of costs
is impossible since all enterprises are state-controlled and
no outsider is able to disentangle the cross relation between
subsidies, credit advance, and active yields.   We must there-
fore drop the idea of judging this endeavour by our stan-
dards.   It starts from different premises, is pursued by dif-
ferent methods and animated by different motives.   To the
Soviet the purpose of colonizing the Polar Empire is clear:
it is intended to remedy a geographical deficiency of the
country by opening a route for sea transport.   It is meant
to provide access to a great source of wealth and facilities
for communication between outlying districts.    Natural
riches, discovered and ready for human exploitation but
worthless if inaccessible, can thereby be turned to practical
use.   It is further intended to find and open up new trea-
sures of the earth hitherto hidden under ice and swamp:
gold, copper, nickel, coal, oil, salt, tin, rare metals and
precious earths.
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